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very curious, for in a way it was that that prevented
the conquest of Ireland, till the English enemy got rid
of every family of note: at the same time it always
prevented the Irish getting together under one head for
long enough to do more than win a battle. This makes
me have such faith in the Republic. The country is
now all organised and can do without leaders, but it
has learnt that it must act together. I have no fear of
the North. It held out much longer than the South
by some hundred years, and it's only a bit behind the
times. It's begun to move at the fringes.
I don't know what this new book of MacNeilTs is:
it might help you. If it is any good I will send it.
Have you Ossian ? or shall I send it to you ? You
pick up yarns locally that are awfully good but I never
can remember them. Also let me know: does the
Book of Kells inspire you ? Do you remember about
O'Daly, the blind poet of Lissadil? He was the
originator of Mrs. Clark and Co.
There were great stories about St. Brigid and other
women of that date too. They were very powerful
and I believe that is rather a feature of Irish History.
There is something coining out in the Bulletin about
them : I must send it to you.
I don't think I told you about a peeler in
Ballingeary who was being transferred North.
No one would even bid for his stock of turf, just
saved and ready for the winter, so he burnt it and
scattered it and then swore an information! He got
compensation levied on the district. It was headed up
in the papers : c Another S.F. Outrage !'
Best love to you both. I must try and arrange to
get over and see you in London and Joe jn Scotland
if I get free.

